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Introduction:
This article supports the view of providing opportunities for every child to learn by integrating the arts into the daily curriculum.

Abstract and Overview: 
Teachers share personal experiences of how the arts enrich the learning of every child. Some children can not find academic success without it. Many states base learning on standardized testing. Because of this, many teachers do not feel they have the freedom to teach the arts. Teachers who value the arts often integrate them with other subjects.

Analysis and Synthesis: 
Enriching the learning for every child is the focus of this article. The author shares various experiences of teachers teaching through the arts. The article states that children need to be able to access the power of expression that comes through experiencing the arts. The arts encourage students to apply their knowledge in creative ways. The arts address multiple learning styles and allows students access to academic areas that they might have otherwise skipped. 

The article is summed up by Sheila Kramer, a K-5 teacher in New York City. She states, “No matter what subject you are teaching, if you can get children to look at or understand a concept in such a way that they can visualize it, experience it, or express it, then you know they will retain and use that knowledge wherever they go. It will belong to them.” 

Implications for the CEO project: 
As part of my project I will help design a strategy within Tier I, and possibly Tier II, of our Response to Intervention system.  I will administer a survey to determine the learning styles and academic interests of my students.  For Tier I, lessons will be developed to reach all students based upon their learning styles.  Using the learning styles survey, I will be able to group students to complete projects based upon their preferred style. By designing art lessons within my instructional unit allowing for student choice of content by which to express themselves, students will be more actively engaged in the lessons.

       

