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M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

The Education Professional Standards Board

FROM:
Phillip S. Rogers

DATE:
October 5, 2006

SUBJECT:
October 2006 EPSB Update

New EPSB Members

I want to welcome Dr. Frank Cheatham, who replaces Wally Campbell, and Cynthia York, who replaces Ellie Thompson, to the EPSB.  Frank is the chief academic officer at Campbellsville University, and Cynthia is a teacher in Barren County.  I know you all are as pleased as I am that we once again have all of the board positions filled.  In the near future we will have orientation for our four new board members.  Please join me in welcoming them to the important work of the EPSB.  

Meeting with the Presidents

On September 6th I was invited by the President of the Council on Postsecondary Education (CPE), Dr. Tom Layzell, to have a conversation with the presidents of the public universities.  Our conversation focused on the EPSB efforts toward redesigning the master’s degree rank change programs and the principal preparation programs.  I had asked for the opportunity so that I could solicit the presidents’ support of these important EPSB initiatives.  As you may know, several of the regional universities are seeking approval from CPE to offer doctorates in education, and I wanted to communicate the importance of building a doctoral program on high quality master’s degree and principal preparation programs.  I was pleased with our conversation and left the meeting confident that they understood the EPSB commitment to redesigning both the master’s degree for rank change and the principal preparation and induction programs.   

Kentucky Education Network (KEN) Update

As most of you know, the EPSB, KDE, and CPE made a joint budget request during the last legislative session to establish a seamless system of P-16 data sharing and access to high quality distance learning.  A total of $29.5 million over the two years of the biennium budget was funded for districts to have high speed web access and for the CPE, KDE, and the EPSB to do preliminary preparation for a comprehensive system for data sharing.  The goal is to connect every college, university, community college, and K-12 schools so that learning is enhanced for all students.  There is now a website where you can keep up with the work: Kentucky Education Network - Home . 

The vision for KEN includes having a universally available high-speed network that will provide the ability to:

· Connect all students with educational and research resources that are not available locally.

· Strengthen the relationship between postsecondary, adult education, and K-12 educators.

· Connect pre-service teachers with real world K-12 classroom learning experiences.

· Increase the opportunities for high school students to participate in dual credit courses.

· Allow for educators to assess students’ knowledge and subject mastery.

· Support data gathering for analysis and accountability of student and instructor performance.

· Provide contemporary, up-to-date research materials for students and teachers.

· Connect students with the rich research and advanced instructional applications of Internet2.

· Deliver virtual instruction to underserved areas to fill gaps in their programs.

We hope that the funding received (if contract negotiations go well) will allow districts to connect to the web through high speed fiber optics technology.  Once this phase is successful, we will be asking the legislature for the rest of the funding.

KECC at EPSB

"The true meaning of life is to plant trees under whose shade you do not expect to sit"
~ Nelson Henderson ~1860 
The EPSB staff continues to embody this quotation in the 2006 Kentucky Employees Charitable Campaign (KECC).  True to form, EPSB is raising money hand over fist.  With six more fundraising activities planned over the next two weeks, we are less than $2,000 away from the $7,500 goal.  This week there is EPSB People Bingo; next week there are EPSB Cookbooks available for a suggested donation (we will have these for sale at the October EPSB meeting), a silent auction, and – capping it all off—is a pie-in-the-face event.  I am even going to be auctioned off for a “Be the Executive Director for a Day” where I will trade places with the highest bidder to learn and do his or her job for an hour or two.

P-16 Council

On Wednesday, September 20th , the P-16 Council met in the state boardroom at the KDE.  The agenda included a report from those who attended the summer National Association of System Heads (NASH).  Dr. Marilyn Troupe represented us at the NASH meeting where the P-16 agenda is reviewed and priorities are set for the coming year.  Other discussion items included a report from Dr. Jennifer Presley, Executive Director of the Illinois Education Research Council, on teacher quality and college readiness of secondary students.  We also heard an update on the work of the dual-credit task force, particularly the research questions that are evolving out of the task force’s work.  I gave an update report to the council on the work of the redesign of master’s programs for rank change and the Education Leadership Redesign Task Force (ELR).  The P-16 Council will meet again on December 12th at the State Board Room.  

Reading Conference Panel

On Saturday, September 23rd , I joined Senators Jack Westwood and Dan Kelly, Representative Mary Lou Marzian, KBE member-at-large Bonnie Lash-Freeman, and KEA President Francis Steenbergen on a panel at the Kentucky Reading Association’s annual conference.  This is the first year the Reading Association has sponsored a legislative luncheon, and I was honored to participate.   As you may know, the EPSB has had a focus on literacy at all grades since 2002.  The participants were especially concerned about preparing new teachers at the middle and secondary levels with essential literacy skills.  My quick review of our programs indicates that most do not have a specific course in literacy across the curriculum at the middle and secondary levels.  I will be working with Dr. Marilyn Troupe to explore this issue further.  

Education Leadership Redesign (ELR) 
The ELR Task Force committees have been meeting regularly and are preparing to make their first reports at the second meeting of the task force on November 3 at the Marriott Griffin Gate in Lexington.  The meeting will be held in conjunction with the CCSLP meeting.  The task force of nearly 40 educational partners continues to work on recommendations to improve principal preparation programs that produce leaders focused on student achievement.  Other workgroups are working on recommendations regarding doctoral programs at the regional universities, effective professional development and leadership academies, and a review of school culture and induction programs.  The task force will meet the requirements of House Joint Resolution 14 (HJR 14).  

Meetings, Conferences, etc. 

October 2-3 –Safe Schools Conference, Galt House-Louisville

October 2-3 – Bellarmine University Focus Visit

October 3 – SESC Meeting

October 4-5 – KBE Meeting, KHSAA Offices in Lexington 

October 4- KEN Executive Committee Meeting

October 4 – GRREC Meeting

October 6 – Human Resources Advisory Group, EPSB

October 6 – Board meeting packets mailed

October 6 – KATE, Kentucky Association of Teacher Educators Conference

October 6 – KEN Executive Committee meeting with Representative Harry Moberly 

October 9 – Interim Joint Committee on Education Meeting, KCTCS-Versailles

October 9– ELR Work Group Committee Meeting 

October 10 – EPSB Leadership Meeting

October 10 – Administrative Reg. Review Committee Meeting

October 11 – Georgetown College Technical Assistance Visit

October 11 – ELR Work Group Committee Meeting 

October 11 – NKEC Meeting

October 12 – Prichard Committee Meeting, General Butler State park

October 13 – CCSLP Meeting

October 13 – CARC meeting

October 13 – ELR Work Group Committee Meeting 

October 13 – KECC Campaign Wrap-up at EPSB

October 16 – New deputy executive director, Gary Freeland, starts

October 18 – KEDC Meeting

October 18 – CKEC Meeting

October 17-20 – NASTDEC Professional Practice Institute, Baltimore, MD

October 19 – PLA Division Retreat

October 20 – LEAD Reports Due to EPSB

October 20 – My monthly meeting with CPE President and Commissioner of Education

October 23 – EPSB Meeting

October 24 – EPSB Leadership Staff Meeting

October 23-24 – Teacher Quality Summit, Louisville

October 23-24 – KAAC Conference, Louisville

October 25– Dual Credit Task Force Meeting-Frankfort

October 25 – WKEC Meeting

October 25 – KVEC Meeting

October 25 – OVEC Meeting

October 27 – World Languages Task Force, CPE

October 30 – NBPTS Meeting at EPSB

FYI: Acronyms and abbreviations: 

AACTE – American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education 

CCSLP – Commonwealth Collaborative for School Leadership Programs

CEO – Continuing Education Option

CKEC – Central Kentucky Educational Cooperative

CPE – Council on Post-Secondary Education


ECS --
Education Commission of the States 

ELDC – Education Leadership development Cooperative

GRREC – Green River Region Educational Cooperative

KACTE – Kentucky Association of Colleges for Teacher Educators

KASA – Kentucky Association of School Administrators 

KASC – Kentucky Association of School Councils

KATC - Kentucky Academy of Technology Education

KBE – Kentucky Board of education

KECC – Kentucky Employees Charitable Campaign

KEDC – Kentucky Education Development Cooperative

K-ITEP -- Kentucky – Information Technology in Educator Preparation

KPIP – Kentucky Principal Internship Program

KySTE - Kentucky Society for Technology in Education

KEDC – Kentucky Education Development Cooperative

LEAD – Local Educator Assignment Data

NASDTEC – National Association of State Directors of Teacher Education and Certification

NBPTS – National Board for Professional Teaching Standards

NCATE – National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education

NCTAF – National Commission on Teaching and America’s Future

NKCES – Northern Kentucky Cooperative for Educational Services

OVEC – Ohio Valley Education Cooperative

SESC – Southeast South Central Education Cooperative

SREB – Southern Region Education Board

TPA – Teacher Performance Assessments

TQEG – Teacher Quality Enhancement Grant

WKEC – Western Kentucky Educational Cooperative
