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M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

The Education Professional Standards Board

FROM:
Phillip S. Rogers

DATE:
November 3, 2006
SUBJECT:
November EPSB Update 

Keeping Perspective

While it did not make the television news or the front page of any newspaper, I noticed a significant loss recorded in the Sunday October 15 edition of the Lexington Herald-Leader obituary section.  On October 13th Ruth Leathers, 83, passed away at her home in Frankfort.  You are probably not familiar with her name; nevertheless, she leaves the kind of legacy the EPSB is dedicated to supporting.  Mrs. Leathers was a teacher.  She taught mathematics, physics, and chemistry for 47 years at Frankfort High School and was the cheerleading sponsor for 35 years.  I never had the pleasure of meeting Ruth, but I admire her as an example of the dedication and faithfulness that is reflected in so many of our teachers in Kentucky.  In our efforts to improve the preparation and professional growth of educators, and in reviewing the few who violate the professional standards of the profession, it is easy to forget that we have thousands of Ruth Leathers in Kentucky…doing the job of educating our children and doing it very well.  
On a Personal Note

I know several of you have been remembering my son Travis in your thoughts and prayers.  Travis is a member of the Kentucky National Guard and his company returned home on Wednesday, November 1 (his mother’s birthday).  This was Travis’ second tour in Iraq.  As a pilot of a Blackhawk helicopter he was very busy and accumulated nearly 700 combat flight hours over the 12 months of his deployment.  Please continue to remember those young men and women who continue to be in harm’s way in service to our country.
KECC Success

The EPSB has proved yet again that we are the little agency with a BIG heart.  The Education Cabinet had proposed a goal for our Kentucky Employees Charitable Campaign (KECC) of $7,300 but we thought that too little, so we set an agency goal of $7,500.  Even though we had fewer employees than any year since we were established as an agency, when our campaign ended on October 16th , we had a total of $7,743!  I want to especially give credit to Sharon Salsman, who chaired our campaign this year.  We had a lot of fun and raised a lot of money for kids and families.  
Redesign of Master’s Degree Programs for Rank Change

As you know, we continue to press forward with the work of redesigning our master’s degree programs that are used for rank change.  The research is very clear – just having a master’s degree does not translate into more effective teaching.  However, it is also very clear that many of Kentucky’s new teachers do not believe they are well prepared to teach all students.
At the regular meeting in August, EPSB Chair Tom Stull appointed a committee to develop and bring to the EPSB one set of Teacher Standards.  These Kentucky Teacher Standards will include a continuum of indicators for new through experienced teachers.  We hope to have the work of this group before the EPSB in late spring or early summer.  

At the October meeting Chair Stull appointed a committee to develop the protocols and procedures to be used in the review and approval of master’s degree programs used for rank change.   I believe that the redesign of the master’s degree programs for rank change holds the promise of equipping our teachers with the advanced skills that they need and desire—the skills to reach and teach ALL children.  These redesigned programs will prepare our teachers to be experts in differentiated instruction, formative assessment of student learning, and curriculum design.  These new programs should build on both the experience and the professional growth needs of the individual teacher.  

KEN Update

In my October Update memo, I stated that that our joint budget request with KDE and CPE to connect all school districts to a fiber optic network was contingent on negotiations with BellSouth.  I am very pleased to report that the negotiations, led by the Commonwealth Office of Technology (COT), went very well.  This year 92 school districts will be connected to the Kentucky Education Network (KEN) with all remaining districts to be connected in FY08.  The opportunities for distance learning and online information sharing will be greatly expanded by this effort.  It will rapidly bring Kentucky back to the national forefront of educational technology.
On Friday October 6, Education Secretary Laura Owens, Commissioner Gene Wilhoit, CPE President Tom Layzell, and I met with the Chair of the House Appropriations Committee, Rep. Harry Moberly, to brief him on the progress of the KEN initiative.  He assured us that he will be working to fund the parts of the joint budget request that were not funded in the 06-08 budgets.  This funding would allow for the expansion of distance learning opportunities and the development of a shared data system.  
To keep up with the progress of the KEN, go to this website: Kentucky Education Network - Home. 

Prichard Committee Fall Meeting

On October 12 I attended the fall meeting of the Prichard Committee at General Butler State Park in Carrollton, Kentucky.  I always enjoy the Prichard Committee meetings in that the passion for education in the room reenergizes me.  Members of the committee are very interested in our work of redesigning our master’s and principal preparation programs.  
If you have not read the paper Inside the Black Box of High-Performing, High-Poverty Schools, co-authored by Steve Clements and Patricia Kannapel with our own Terry Hibpshman assisting in this important work, I would recommend that you do.  You can download a copy of this Ford Foundation-funded study at Prichard Committee for Academic Excellence.
Meetings, Conferences, etc. 

November 1 – KBE Meeting 

November 1/4 – Teacher Quality Center Summit

November 3 – CCSLP Retreat and ELR Task Force Meeting

November 4/8 – Campbellsville University accreditation visit

November 6 – CPE Quality and Accountability Policy group

November 7 – Election Day (staff receives 4 hours voting leave)

November 8 – NKCES meeting

November 8 – Developmental Studies Task Force Meeting 

November 8/9 – ICSL meeting (Washington, DC)

November 9 – Meeting with Deans of independent colleges and universities

November 10 – Veteran’s Day (State Holiday) 

November 10 – KACTE meeting 

November 13 – Interim Joint Committee on Education (Covington) 

November 13 – Improving Educator Conference (Lexington) 
November 14 – SE/SC meeting (Corbin) 

November 14 – Administrative Regulation Review Committee (Annex) 

November 15 – WKEC meeting

November 15 – KEDC Meeting

November 15 – St. Catherine’s technical visit

November 16 – Leadership Meeting

November 16 – SAELP Work Team meeting   (KSBA office) 

November 17 – Teacher Standards Committee meeting (EPSB)

November 20 – EPSB Meeting 

November 23/24 – Thanksgiving (State Holiday)

November 28 – Leadership Meeting

November 29 – OVEC meeting

FYI: Acronyms and abbreviations: 

AACTE – American Association of Colleges for Teacher Education 

CCSLP – Commonwealth Collaborative for School Leadership Programs

CEO – Continuing Education Option

CKEC – Central Kentucky Educational Cooperative

CPE – Council on Post-Secondary Education


ECS --
Education Commission of the States 

ELDC – Education Leadership development Cooperative

GRREC – Green River Region Educational Cooperative

KACTE – Kentucky Association of Colleges for Teacher Educators

KASA – Kentucky Association of School Administrators 

KASC – Kentucky Association of School Councils

KATC - Kentucky Academy of Technology Education

KBE – Kentucky Board of education

KECC – Kentucky Employees Charitable Campaign

KEDC – Kentucky Education Development Cooperative

K-ITEP -- Kentucky – Information Technology in Educator Preparation

KPIP – Kentucky Principal Internship Program

KySTE - Kentucky Society for Technology in Education

KEDC – Kentucky Education Development Cooperative

LEAD – Local Educator Assignment Data

NASDTEC – National Association of State Directors of Teacher Education and Certification

NBPTS – National Board for Professional Teaching Standards

NCATE – National Council for Accreditation of Teacher Education

NCTAF – National Commission on Teaching and America’s Future

NKCES – Northern Kentucky Cooperative for Educational Services

OVEC – Ohio Valley Education Cooperative

SESC – Southeast South Central Education Cooperative

SREB – Southern Region Education Board

TPA – Teacher Performance Assessments

TQEG – Teacher Quality Enhancement Grant

WKEC – Western Kentucky Educational Cooperative
